31 December 1946
Report by: Henry Shimojima

RESUME OF FILE NO, 185
SASAKAWA, Ryoichi
Serial No, 1 SCAP press release dated 2 Dec 45; Subject was a leader ef

the Kokusul Taishu To and other ultra-nationalistio organi-
zations,

Serial No, 2 NIPPON Times; Seme as serial No, 1.

Serial Ne, 3 Translation in full of letters dated 20 Nov 45; Sender
requeste an investigation of subjectle activities.

Serial No, 4 File No. O; Japanese Personal Names,

Serial No, 5 CIS Files, reveals the background of the Kekusui Taishu Te
(Nationalistic Mass Party); Subject's assoolates have held
membership in some of qmku.m most Fascistic socleties.

Serial No. 6 Missing

Serial Ne. 7 80th CIC files; Confidential informant reveals that Subject

wes the actual head of the Kokusul Taishuto. Subject and the
Zenkoku Kinrosha Domei might be closely allied with the
Nihon Kokuminto of Yoshio Kodama, During the war, Subject
had connection with the Army in some kind of civilian capacity
as a business agent.
Serial No. 8 )/Interrogation reports obtained from Special Hsamupumwuao
Unit, Subject reveals personalities, political parties and
ther political organizations responsible for the World War II,
Serial No, 9 IS files; Subject's btrief biographical report.
Serial No, 10 Refers case do>mﬂe¢vm D and E,
Serial No. 11 Interrogation report dated 18 Jan 1946; reveals subject was
member of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association; reveals
the real purpose of this erganization and how H& controlled
all the people in Japan.
Serial No, 12 Japanese Year Book, 1941+42; Cabinets,
Cerial No. 13 Analysis eof Doc. Evidence, qu.«zd. 585; Subject implicated
in the printed leaflet, published by the Kokusui Domel
(Ultra=Netionalist >kuw=oov
Serial No. 14 Summary of evidence; reveals the backgreund ef the Imperial -
Rule Assistance Association,
Serial No. 15 Extraction from various files; reveals subjeot was member
of various secret societies.
v Serial No., 16 Interrogation report dated 28 Feb 46; same Hshowsm&wou as in
previous reports,
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No, 26

Serisl No, 27

DI STRIBUTION;

T

Transmittal of report to OCCIO.
Analyeis of Doc. Evidence, Doc. No, 762y Subject implicated

in the weekly reports of the secrst service police.

Manuscript submitted by Subject which reveals information

on various Japanese personalities and organizations, an
account of subject's inspection.trip to China and Manchuria,
his connection with the Kokusin Taishuto, his conflicts

with the Japanese Army and police, ete.

Interrogation report deted 1 March 1946; reveals subject
never held a governmental job except for being a member of the
House of Representatives., Two memorandums written by Subject -
are attached to this repert of Hbdmuwommﬁwou as Exhibit "A" and
:w: R _
Pess to Sugamo Prison.

Trensmittal of Repert to OGCIO. —
LCD Intercept; Subject vwovomom »aoo‘MGSQHwH vmﬁwoﬂ as front
for Seiwa To Aero Holy Peace farty).

Examination of interrogations of Subject failed to revesl any
gtatemente of evidentiary value u: the cases of principal
defendants.

Complete personnel records of the Subject were microfilmed,
and are on file as FExhibit No. 691,

Pags to Sugamo Prison.

Pass to Sugamo Prison.

3 Coples File 185 i
1 Mr, Raldorf
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In 8ugamo Prisow

I. sTATUS CF SUBJROT

A, aApprehension was suthorized by letter to Imperial Japanese Uovernment
of 1 December 1945, GHQ, SCAP, AG 38%.7 (1 December 1948) OI,
Subject: "Apprehension of Jepanese Fersonnel,"

Oommitted to Sugamo Prison, 11 December 1945.

wn
II. DIRECT ARD IMPLIED CHARGES N5T SUBJECT

A, It was proposed to lodge charges against this subject for perpetrating:

"Crimes against peace, nanely, perticipation in a conspiraecy for the
Nﬁuam@;wmwwoa of agsressive war," in that
h o2 According to an undated evaluation prepared by James J. mmwuwr_uu..
Captain, Infentry, (Oase 125, Serial E) based on a review of
CIS files as of 4 December 1945, Subject:

a. TFormed an? became Fresident of KOKUSUI TAISHU TO (Nationalist
Mass Porty), petriotic orgenization dedicated to aggression
and the philoscphy of RAKKAO ICHIU (Egght Corners of the
World under One Roof), which proposed Japanese domination of
ell nations, 1931; fellow members of KOKUSUI TAISHU TO were
involved in the May 18 assassinations, 1932; Sudbject lead
the KOKUSUL TAISHU TO in great cempaigns, including abolition
of the Weehington Agreement, the movement against anti-
Imperialiatld Factors, and the anti-British movement; Subject
supervised publication of the organization's publication
Irnown as KOKUSUI TAISHU (Pascist ﬂmuuouv. PROKUSUI TAISED"
and "XOXURO! nz:nﬁc::daumnasnavﬂ

b. Had dealinge with WAK®, Ohing-wei, head of the Ohinese
puppet state, in NanxIfg, 1939;

c. Visited Germany and Italy by plane and investigated battle
line welfare, 1340;

1. Lead KCKUSUI TALISHU TO, during 1941, in an "Advance to the
South" movement; — .

6. Advocated a stronger China policy;

-1- duthority
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£. Bpouaered aati-Anerions dnd -uwmr wqh_mvwmwvmwmjammwmwm\

September 1041;

g. Served as representative of KOKUSUI DOMEI (notional u-.noo
Allipnce), snother uJapouppp.ﬂpo um«u+o¢»o oumpspuaﬂpop.
1943; o S 2

Sy

h, Was prinoipel spesker (and etill Batnanhuav at o mentingiof
KOKUSUI PAIBEU 7O, held in Ootober 194§, which mesting
wae sttonded by nome 400 Japenene| 1

i. Reportedly was one of the moat metive Fasciet organisers <
prior to the war;

. Aesertedly strongly advocated Great uwu¢ Anls mwmua-»oun“

k. Was oxtremely active behind the scenss, as of the date of
apprehension, orgeanizing extreme nationalistioc organizetions,
notadbly, Nmumomq.mmuwaahHmmqao.

]

1. Had access to large funie including hie mwihﬁcuﬁsuﬁpnw
means, which he ﬁumn.kumeq for wuounwnunu oumﬁﬂpam&»oump /

publicationa.

Captain Gaine's evaluation was oosowﬂaoﬁ with the nouwotuﬂm
summary and recommendation:

NSASAKAWA should be apprehended because of his leadership .
in movements promoting sggression, nationslism, and hatred
of the U. B,, and because he is nnuanuayw mo¢»4a in oummunn
zations likely to impede democracy.

"He qualified under parsgraph 7 of Joint Ohiefs of Btafy '
A”/ Bagic Directive for Poast Surrender Militery nqq.uaaoua au
Japan wnowou om 3 November 1945,"

4. Curriculum Vitae shows the following pertinent information:
1899 Born - OSAXA Prefecture

1913 Completed eighth grade of unpahuw sohool W##
no farther sducation i

1919 - 1921 Served as army oouuounue. Wque arm puuﬂuo&wwu
plane crash,

President and Manager of- 49a»o¢- industrial -nh
nining enterprises, ae :upp as a uoqpum u»owauo
production company

1926 - 1931 Mgde a fortune in rice’ awoanuw¢»on-
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1926 . Finaneisl backer KORUBO @
1932 Made & trip to wgowﬁw.p.r.
1931 - 1945 Organizer and Fresident KOKUSUI TAISHU T0
. (¥ational Desence :.-.-._-_mazi : rw
1933 President GIYU m”uoasu_ﬁusau»n¢»o air mnnpu
Presented privately owned airfield in Osaks |
to the Army. _
1935 - 1937 Arrested on charges of wu.o.,o_naw»p and uﬂ&ou&wuw : :
in prison Hon two w.mmn.u. &ﬁuhu.wq. anobau.wenﬁ. X
1937 Retired from all private buseinees oﬂamuuuwao- _
1939 Made a trip to Italy and Germany
-t .
1940 Made trip to ew»um.mnp Manchurie
o nE
1942 Changed name of his Uwuﬁﬁ erganization from -

KOKUSUI TAISHU TO to. KOKUSUI DOMEI nﬂmnwouﬁ.
Essence Leagzue)

Elected to Diet (House of Representatives)as
non-recommended candidate

President KONNICHI SHIMBUN, Osaks newspaper

1543 Member of YORKAKAI (8th Day Group) in Diet

1945 Auguet Dissolved his party oumnbﬁama»oﬁ known as
KCKUSUI DOMBI _

1945 October Active in the mogpﬁ.ob of ZENKOKY Hmu.w.auub
DOMEI (National VWage Derners League) i

11 December 1945 Interned in wsm-so wu».ou as E.uog-a 5:_.
criminal.

B, Memoranda and reports from m«mﬂ.w Sections?

1. According to .ﬁpo oo ouau ow en unsigned, “confidential memo randnm,
dated 2 Jamu Case 185, Serial 7) the following informa-
tion regerding aE.n Subject was extracted from the files of the
80th CIC Met Det:

2. On 2 November 19465 & confidential informant, known as mol._H._H.
stated that although another individual waes ostensibly the
head of the ZENKCKU KINROSEA DOMBI (A1)l Japan Proletarian
Party), the actual head was- this Bubject, According to bhe
informant, the new party (¥FNKOKU gmmr DOMEI)is 4awonau3.w owﬁomon
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to the expansion of eny libersl or demecratie tendency im

Japan. ¢ PR P Ko o AT

On 6 November 1945 MITSUAKI, Kakehi; sescoiate edlivop o
HOonbemporary Japaa', with offices in BBE=B67 Osaka Building,
Hibyis Park, Tokyo, .advised that Bubject was the only nenper
of:the Diet who belonged to KOKUSUI TAISHU TQ, and assersed
that this organizabion va§ sponsored by, and was an outgrowhh
of, the Black Dragon Soclety; that the orgzanisabion had =
received funde from, and had been primarily wipported by,
the Police Affairs Bureau of the Home Miniptzry and the
Military Affairs Bureau of the War Ministry. KAKEEI :
expressed the belief that Subdject was a potent factor y
behind the scenes in the ZENKOKU KINROSHA DOMEI , and

atated that such organization was putting on a large

publicity campaign throughout central Honshu, circulating
posters and leaflets, as well as having speakers appear

before neighborhood associations advocating a program of
TENNOISM (terrérism), anti-commnism, and libderel-democracy.
KAKFHI felt that so-called "liberal-democracy" was nothing
more than a cemouflage for the real intentions of the party.

B e
.

On 8 November 1945, ROYAMA, Masamachi, editor-in-chief of /w\ o,ﬂ:\\ A
OHUO KOROM, and forme¥ professor of political science ab ) -
Tokyo Imperial University, stated among other things thab:

Subject had lived in Osska for many years and had been &

popular lesder among un-organized labor in thet city end

thet' 1t has been as a result of this mctivity that Subdject

was enabled to orgenize the KCKUSUI TAISHU TO, ROYAMA

conwidered the KCKUSUI TAISHU TO to be a highly reactionary

perty, allied with the Black Dragon Bociety. ROTAMA

expressed the additional opinion thaty following the :

dissolution of the KOKUSUI TAISHU T0 at the cessatien of

hostilities the ZENKOKU KINROSHA DOMEI wee organized as a

successor party with two individuals as named lemdsrs who

were no more, in fact, than aides to Subject. ROTAMA

believed that the source of revemue for the fast-expanding

activities of the ZENKOKU KINROSHA DOMBI was money which

Subject had acquired in Ohina.

According to Royama, Subject worked for the Army in some

kind of civilian capacity as a business zgent, and wase

provided with Army girplane In which he made frequent

trips to and from China. ~With the Army's sanction Subject
bought coal in Formasa of particularly high grade quality

and sold it in Ohina at inflationary prices. Also with

the ¥nowledge of the Army ‘and the KEMPBI TAIL, Bubject .-
confiscated and accumilated substantial quantities of copper

in China, ostensibly for armaments. However, reportedly,

duch copper was actually sold by Subject to the highest
bidder, no matter for what purpope 4intended, It wae rumored
that as a result of these corrupt prectices Subject amassed . !
e personal fortune estimated from ¥ 200,000,000 to ¥ 500,0600,000.
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A : MEX RSN e J.M._. Sl T W 2
On 18 Jamiary 1946 Subject waw inte u&wwmp by Joseph ¥, Bagliph
of the IFS gtaff, (Case 168, Berialll) On ¢ Yebruazy 1946
"illiam T, Hornaday, Lt., Ool., Infantry, submitted to My, Kounan
a "Bummary of Tvidence Found in the Interrogation Report of b
SASAGAA, Ryoiohi.' (Dmee 188, Serial 14) This mumary vas
based on an analysis of evidence noted in the trenseript of the
interrogation, which snalysis had beén mads Jointly by Ool, L
Hornaday .wﬂm._zmumm.bbblh. Bummel. Among other thinker~tt is.
Btated in such analysis that &he following information was
developed during the course of the interrogation: Ao

W

a. Subject acknowledged having been member of the IRPA in 1943, o
(but denled having been affiliated with IRAA); and, also = |l Qi h,
stated that he had become e membder of the "Japan Political :
Association" when that organization became the succeesor
to IEFA, By way of explaining his membership in IRPA, ang
later the Japan Political Association, Subject stated that
£11 Diet members of the Peer and Tower (Lower?) House(s)
were practically forced to become members of this
association, ¥

b. IBPA "was formed somewhat along the lines of the Nazi
organization in Germany, where control of the Govermment was
centered in one organization, * * * The Army and Navy and
Frince KONOYE had & hand in the control. of ‘the Nation

through this organization,®

Under date of 10 Janvary-1946, b Bergreen, Bpecial bnmuf.,. ¢I10, : ¢/ C
submitted a memorandum report (Case 186, Serial 15% contalning )

information derived from the several sources indicated:

a. mnw%oa made’ a flylng tour to Germany and H:w« to urge
the conolusion of the Axis military alliense (date of mission
not indicated) (Source: House of Bopresentatives, p 100;)

b. On 21 October 1945, a meeting of the EKokusul DaishuTo
was held at the Mino Primary School, and was attended by
about 400 Japanese; Subject, as President of Kokusui Daishuto,
was principal speaker. (Source: Radio message NR:KX11367
to GHQ, AFPAO, ADV, from 0G, 6th Army, dtd 1 November 45;)°

¢. On 21 October 1945, Subject instructed listeners at lecture
held in Mino, Osakas Prefecture, not to ‘obey the present
Japanese Government, (Source: 3Zrd 0I0 Dot APO 33,
Weekly Beport #55, 31 Oct 48, p 5); ; _

d. KODAMA, Yoshio, political ggsociate of Subject, mentioned
in his autobiography that Subject recommended him to meet
WANG Ching-wei, Chinese puppet President. Subject had

met WANG'in March 1939, (Source: KODAMA's autobiography)

- B -

See Tab "B* annexed hereto.
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o. According to Special Agent wonﬁ.o.n_. uﬁnﬁ?gm ] ..u._ua.,
Serisl 1B), the following are the sotual u.s: ‘Togardin
KOKUSUT MAIBHU 701

"Established: May 1934

Program: 1. We are resolved to protect and to expand the
. culture charmoteristic te. our country which
has martured by the living epirit of the
foundation of the nation by Emperer Jimmu
and thereby to enrich the people and profit
the nation.

2. We are resolved to abolish the evils of free
competition ir industry and to bring about an
everlasting spirit of mutual womumam..pao.

3. We are resolved to break down the evils and.
faultes which exist in legel adrinistrations
and local self-government, and theredby to
extend the true spirit of the divine land,

Organs: Kokusui Taiehu ("Fascist Masses"), and Kokubo
("National Defense"), monthlies

Principal membere:

President: Ryoichi BASAGAWA

& & & &

(SOURCE: mooumavmoowoawmm in Japan - m%mawm.u. wmwow.w ¥o, 2-21
Aug 45 ;

Subject was again interrogated in Sugamo Prison op £8 February
1246 by Lt. Samuel E. Healey. A verbatim transeript of the
Interrogation 1s not to be found in the file. However, a
summary of subject's answers will be found in the file, identi-
fied as Serial 16 of Case 185 .pooou.mhum to the eummary, among
other things, Subject mamao@..

2. The correct .epelling of his name- is mb.mbmﬁﬁh..

b. Subject acknowledged leadership of the NoNﬁ-de Emﬁq 70,
beginning in 1931. However, he contended that ﬁpo u.owou&
to the effect that this Humuaw orgenization was ultra
nationalist wae falee. He explained that &ouﬂuuu.q. there.
had been two ‘separate parties in Japan, one:of which was
known as MKOKUBAL," and the other as “TAISHUTG,™ both of .
which enjoyed very bad reputations. Sud ject ou.wu._aon that

1t was owing to the fact that the nama of his ¢wn party
-6 -
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organisatién included the nanew pf both of these forme
parties which enjoyed unfavorable reputations, tHat th GRS T
fellacious conception with respect to the KOKUSUI TAISHU MO '«
had become widespread. Subject claimed ‘that the KOKUSUI,
TAISHU T0, in fact, hed been formed chiefly to counteract’
the Commuinist party and was in support of the masses of -
the people.” (NOTH: The last wentence of the third para~
greph of the summery reads es follows: ™KOKUSUI' meens
'ultra-national' while 'TAISHU' means 'mass'.") ;

c. Subject contended that he had never furnished any of his'-
private means to TOJO fot any purpese, nor had he ever
received any money from T0JO,

Under date of 4 March 1946, Lt. Samuel Healey prepared a brief
memorandum to the file (Case’180, Serial 19), commenting apon

certaln attachments which were to be placed . in the file for

Case 185, which attachments were coples of translated memoranda
(#2048 and #2096) which hai been obtained from the Intsrrogation

and Translation Section of OIC through Lt. Branstead . The

several OIC memoranda in question contained summaries of 4L Q
English translations of several manuscripts which Bubject had
prepared while in Sugemoe Prison and forwarded 't¢ ‘the euthoritiee. ) AWLY&
Such mamiscripts dealt with the genersl subjects of Japanese
organizations, key official and unofficial personalities and

the Subject's on views on various topics, such as the fallacles
underlying the allied occupation, unfair censorship of the

press, etc. While these manuseripts undotbtedly conteined a

fund of useful informatién pertinent to the various aspects

of the instant Case, it 1= doubted that they contain anything

of particular value in connection with the present consideration.

4ccording to the "Brocade Banner" (pages 48-49), on 24 Sep tember
1932 HOWJO, Isaburo, was arrasted for plotting to aesassinate =
Ex-Premier WAKATSUKI, Reijiro. The police records state that
he was a member of the KOKUSUI TAISHU PO and was instigated to
plot the asssseination by SASAKAWA, Byoichi., According to the
report, HONJO died of tuberculosis prior %o the $rial.’ Again
referring to the "Brocade Banner", it 'is stated on page 132 -
thereof _ TSl
"EODAMA, Yoshio, of the KOA SEINEN UNDQ (Rise Asia Youth
¥ovement) and OKUDO, Tario, of the SHIMPEITAI Inmoident,
who made a fortune in partnership in ShangHal during the
wer, set up the Showa Sangyo XK (Bhowa Produetion Co., _H..__.a,_.,_.u.

e transportation and fishing company in Temukiji, Pokyo, i
and mainteined close contact with BASAKAWA, Ryoichi, and =
FUJL, Yoshio, with whom they had Peen sssecisted in the
KOKUSUI TAISHU TO (National Essence Mass Party). FWI .
esbablished a 'refreshment stand' on'the ‘Ginza gite of

-7 -
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SABARKAWA's former office while BABAKANA planned the opening
of & funeral parlor as a part of his SHINAHOONKAL (Holy
Peace Association), which would 'have grest possibilitios
in about ten years.'"

C. Summaries of interrogations:

1, HuawuuoNW¢»ou conducted by Special Intelligence Unit (date not

given) ae reported by D. L. Waldorf in a memorandum for the file/

dated 27 December 1945 (Oase 185, Serial 8):

a. One section of the interrogstion report is devoted to a
chronology with several entries being included therein which
have not been included in the regular curriculum vitae. One
of such entries pertains to the arrest.and incarceration of
the Subject in Kitano Police Station in 1937 and charges of
unlawful possession of 20,000 shares of Osake Tetsudo KK
(Osaka Railway) valued at ¥ 25 each. "It was charged that
he tock ¥ 500 and was sentenced to ten years in jail." After
having served two years of the sentence, Subject was released
when found innocent of the charge., Following his release,
Subject reportedly resigned from official positions he held
in various firms and "concentrated his efforts and fought
bitterly against the government and militariets, for the -
benefit of the masses." During his period of inoarceration,
1t 1s reported that the Osaks Fublic Prosecutor, MIKI, Imani,
urged subject to dimeolve the KOKUSUI TAISEU TO upon the
understanding that if he would do so, he would be released.
The report continues that it was published in the newepapers
that subject had agreed to diseolve the KOKUSUI TAISHJ.TQ,
which he claims was a falsehood and the product of a scheme
to frame him. ‘ _ _

After being released from prisen in 1928, Subject travelled
extensively abrosd, including about ten trips to Ohina and
four or five tripe to Manchuria, EHe claimed that these trips
were made by him as a representative of KCEUSUI TAISHY 70
for the purpose of investigating .the wrongful doing of the
militarists in thoee countries,

In the latter part of 1939, Bubject flew to Burma, India,
Iran, Italy, Germeny, and Mongolia during a-period of one
month. The avowed purpose of these trips was to .study
court procedure in these various countries, make a survey
of the economic situations therein, ani to observe the |
national sentiment. _ _ s
b. The balance of the repory on the interrogation is deyoted

to the comments and observations given by the Budbject with

respect to various key officlal and unofficial personnel and

to various groups esnd organizations,

.lmll
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2. On 18 Ja Subject was interrpgated in Sugamo Prison.

by Joseph F. Hrgiish (Gase 185, Serial 11) as previeusly stated -

in this Doassier. An analyeis of the contents of the transeript

of this interrogation was made by Lt. Ool, William T, Hornaday i
and Najor John ¥. Hummel., A summary of the evidence was prepared

by Oolonel Hornaday and was submitted to Mr. Keenan by memorandum
dated 9 February 1946 (Case 185, Seripl 14). The key observations
made in this sunmary have been commented upon in an earlier
portion of thie Doseler,

8. The Subject was again interrogated on 28 February 1946, in nmmwso
Prison, by Lt. Samuel E. Healey. A summery of theé answers giyen 5 2 F
by the Subject on the occasion .of such interrogation is to be found ﬁ% -
in Case File 185, Serial 16. The contents of this summary alpo
have been the subject of discussion in an earlier part of this
Dossier.

Poapo..wuﬁu.a%.w&%ﬁzmmEguuomm.sp%ﬁﬁgﬁ.Eﬁ_mpm Nw F \ m
of the IPS Legal Stoff and James @. lambert of the IPS Investigativ
Division. (Case 463, Serial®) This interrogation wae substantially
confined to a discussion of what the prisoner knew, if anything,
regarding the use of Army secrs in connection with his
political organization and others, During the early part of the
interrogation, Bubjoct wanm agked if he harbored 11l feelinge
toward eny of the ncoused in the major war orimes trisl ourrefibly
being held in Tokyo. In recponse to thiw inguiry, Sudbject stated
that he 4id harbor ill feeling toward the accused defendants
470, MUTO, TOJO, EOSEINO, SHIMADA and SHIRATORI, In response:
to the question as to why he held a grudge sgainst the accused,

SATO, the Subject stated: (Case 463, mmuﬂﬂwmmwmm. mv_@_mq
G = | b 1 4
"A, The TCJO Cebinet had an election Hou.wwm\mnsmo.ou
Representatives. They recommended the people the Army
liked, gave them money, ari elscted them. And people
who opposed them slightly they did not recommend and
had the police suppress them,

¥Which police organization 4o ‘you refer. to, Mr, SASAKAWAY

©

The police throughout Jepan.

Under the direction of the Home Minietry?

> & >
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"Q. Tell him to proceed.
A. And I was one of those suppressed.
Q. Why did they suppress you, Mr. SASAKAWA?

A. * % # in the Diet I made the following statement: 'It is
bad for the Government to recommend people whom the Army
likes and suppress the people the Arny does not like,
That is bad!'

Subject then went on to state that he let it be known that he proposed
to raise the question in the Diet as to why the people whom the Army
preferred should be recommended and the others suppressed. He added
that at that time (eleotions of April 1942) the mooused SATO was Chief
of the Military Affairs Bureau. According to his own story, since the
government became aware of the fact that he proposed to prepare the
question before the Diet the accused SATO oame to see him and urged
that he refrain from reising the question before the Diet. SATO as-
sertedly advised Bubjeot that he had been asked by the mooused TOJO te
make this request. (Page 4 of the transoript of the interrogationm.)

In faot, the socused SATQ gave the subjeot a prepared list of questions
to place bafore the Diet in lieu of the one question preposed by the
Subjeot, on the ground that the Japanese press would give good publiod ty
to the prepared questions. In response to the scoused BATO's request
in this regard, the Subjeot related that he had the following to sy

"I said, 'That's bad. I did not beoome s member of the
Houss of Representatives to have my name in the papers,'
I said, 'The papers are now ocontrolled by the Govermment;
therefore, if I ask my questions it is probable that not
& word of my statement would appear in the paper, but I
sm quite content to have it that way.'" (Page 5 of the
transcript of the interrogation.) :

In answer to the reason why he bore snimosity toward the acoused MUTO,
the Subjeot replied that after all it was MUTQ who had brought about
the SUISEN SENKYO (recommended elet%isn).. He 'added thet ‘the 'defendant
MUTO together with TOJO brought ebout the pelice interferences .and .
suppression of candidates not reoommended :by :the .militaristio ‘olique
(page 7 of the transoript). g I : L

The main reason for interrogation of this 8ubject rested . on the faoct
that General TANAXKA, Ryukiohi, had advised that at o.time when the:
acoused S8ATO was Ohief of the Military Affairs Bureau, -and TANAKA was
Chief, Military Service Bureau, the latter hed had ocoasion to visit
the office of the mcoused SATO on official business. TANAKA claimed

| ‘that while seated in BATO's office this Subjeot omme in and after

| being greeted by SATO was handed a packege containing a substantial

| quantity of yen. According to TANAKA, this yen had been taken from

- 10 =
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7. After the interrogation held on 20 . Juné 1947 was concluded, Subject
produced 'a part of a letter written in Japsnese which he stated
he was in the throes of writing to William E. Edwards, the
interrogator. After the discussion, Subject stated that he would
be pleased to turn over to Mr. Pdwarde as much of the letter as
he had completed. This, in turn, was turned over to the IPS
Lanmage Division for trenslation. The original together with
the English trenslation thereof, will be found in Case File 463,
Serials 42a and 42b. The contents of such letter are deemed
vertinent to thizs—discusseion only to the extent that they are
pertinent to the allesed incident involving the payment of
money to Subject by SATO; and, as they reflect the philosophy
end general ~ttitude of the Subject. _

At one place in the English translation, Subject wrote as follows:

"I respect righteousness and value honor end confidence more
than my life. Therefore I am very indignant at TANAKA'g
words to the effect that I received a large sum of money
from SATO, Clrief of the Bureau of Military Affaire in the
prosonce of TANAKA, HRywkiohi. wWhethar 1n TANAKA'g prewence
or not I hmve definitely nover recaived any mohdy, nob sven
a penny, from SATC ard MUTO, both Ohiefs of the Buraan, Ip
order to determing who s right, TANAKA or myeelf, I be,y to
be confronted with him so tlat the decimion can be made as
quickly as poasidle.”

Auother portion of the Bi11ali tranelsation readas ap Fllowe g

"My late fathor Lnmedluotely hefore his death gove me hie
last few instructions as follows. 'You must not be n
covard hecauee yvou feel thet vou may conflict with laws
and regulations which are minutely formulated like the alr.
48 long as yvou do not go ersinst vour cgongcienca, it is

all right even if vou violate lsws. (Note: Underscoring
mine) Render grezt services for the benefit of mankind and

society even to the sacrifice of your life.'"

On 17 June 1947, Mr. Bdwardg who had interrogated Subject re-
ceived a letter addressed to him by the Subject which had been
mailed from Sugamo Prison and of course had been intercepted.
This letter also was referred to the IFS Language Divieion for
translation. The originel, together with the Enpzlish translation
thereof, will be found in Case File 463, Serials 43a and 43b.

In this letter, Subject agzein protested at untruths involved in
TAMARA's accusation regerding the SATO morney payment incident

end insisted that TANAKA vwae malicious and unwarrsnted in telling
such untruths. Subject also qualified the statement which he

had made during the interrogation to the effect that he knew of
no reason why TANAKA should harbor ill feeling toward him,
Subject pointed out that sometime previously he had written a
letter to his younger brother wherein he had strongly criticiged
General TANAKA for reasons unannounced. After pointing out that

XSz
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at ths conclusion of the interrogation held on 20 June 1947,

on which occasion Subject had been congronted by General

TANAKA regerding the alleged SATQ inciflent, Subject stated in
his letter that General TANAKA had advised that he had received
certain documents from one SATOMI which had been written by
Subject. SATCMI had been incarcerated for = considerable period
of time in Sugamo Prison as a Olass A Suspect, and apoarently
subjJect had become quite friendly with him during their period
of confinement. In his letter to Mr. Edwards, Subject suggested
thet the letter zddressed to his younger brother wherein

TANAKA had been criticized might have been included in the
documents TANAKA obtained from SATOMI; therefore Subject
suggests that it is possible that TANAKA might have a grudge
agoinst him becamise of the strong eriticism contained in that
letter.

. Tiis subject has not agpenred ns a witness for either the Prosecution
or the Defense,

E. T.levre are no other facts reflected in the file which ~re deemed

sufficiently importent to be included in this discussion, other then
hose rlready presented in the prevlious sections of this Dossier.

F. Xo inferartion veferrir: to this Subject in SAIONJI'g Diary.

. Sutject was not voforrod to in any of the Exhibite thum frr intro-
duced into evidence 1u the Major War Orimees Trials.

DISCUSSIoN

As ctoted in Section II, "DIABCT 40D TMPLIED CHARGES AGAINST SUBJECT, ®
atove, at the time thls Subject was apprehended and committed to Sugamo
frison, it was prooosed thet cherges be brouzht against this Subject for
perpnatrating "crimes against peace, namely, participation in a conspiracy
“or the preprration of ag: ressive war." Considering the several speci-
fications of cherges ss outlined in Captain Geine's evaluation (II.A-1-a
et seq, supra; (Cese 1735, Serial mw. in the light of the facts as
reflected by the file and discussed in the several preceeding subsections
of tris Dossier, the following observations and comments appesar to be
worranted:

4. Subject did form and btecome president of KCKUSUI TAISHU TO. However,
the facts included in the file do not satisfactorily establish that
this organization was "dedicated to ageression and the philosophy
of HAXYAO ICHIU (Eight Corners of the %orld Under One Roof), which
oroposed Japrnese domination of all nations * ¥ * W as claimed in the
zpecified charge. In this connection, attention ie invited to sub-
veragraph I1.B-3.e, atuve, wherein what purports to be an authentic
copy of the program of this orpanizntion will be found quoted. The
Tenguose therein conteined could hardly be coneidered to spesll out
an objective of world domin-tion by the Japanese through agmuression.
In fact, the several announced ohjectives would appear to overtain

exclusivdly to the interral »ffairs of Japan. To be sure, the
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chrrter itself might merely hove been a "front" and the actual
objectives might very well have been the same as those referred to

in the specified charge. However, the facts to support such a surmise
rre not to be found in the files,

Other than passing references, there is no evidence in the file
wnich would establish that Subject had led the KOKUSUI TAISHU TO

in great campalgns such as the Abolition of the Washington Agreement
end the Apti-British Movement.

The import of Subject's alleged deslings with WANG, Ching-wei, head

of the C-inese Puopet State, in Nanking, during 1933, is not disclosed
in the file noris there any factual evidence to be found supporting
the corntention that such nezotiations were held.

On the surface, the fact that Subject visited Germany and Italy by
plane to investigate battle-line welfnre in 1940 could hnrdly be

seid to constitute evidence which would support an indictment for
Clees A War Criminal chergee. Here again, it is recognized that the
olene trip to Germeny and Italy wight very well hove been for some
purgose obther than the announced purpose, which 1f eotablished, would
verve to link the Sub ject with the consepirutors in the dook, or, in
ane other way to establish that he wd conspired iu the preparation
for sgaressive werfare. FHowever, the file is devoid of any additional
facts which would justify an assertion that the trip had been made
for other purposes.

It ras been ghown that Subject lead the KOKUSUI TAISHU TO in an
"Advance to the South" movement during 1941, If such was the casse,
this activity would tend to present evidence of poseivle conspiracy
for the preparation of =zgressive w-r in the South Pacific. Perhaps

sAditional facts in thi connection are available or could be
developed.

Subject's advocacy of "a strong China coliey" could not per se
e employed as evidence of consoiracy for ageressive war,

Subject's sponsorship of alleged anti-Aperican and anti-British
publications in September 1941 would, of course, be helpful in

more concrete evidence of conspiring in the preparation for
ngzressive war. However, isol-ted ~rticles containing anti-Anerican
>n1 aati-British wropssanda could not, in themselves, support
congpiracy charges of the sort nroposed.

Tre fact that Suhject appeared as orincipal speaker at a meeting of
soue four hunired Japsnese which was sponsorsd by the KOKUSUI TAISHU
TO, in October 1945, coupled with the fact that Subject was st1ll
president of that organization as of that date, is indicative of
Sulject's unwillingneses to he cowered by the surrender.

Beyond the recital thnt the Sulject was one of the nust netive
Fasciste workers before the wsr, the file is barren of any concrete

evidence on this point. Ad¥itional evidence pertinent to thie
consideration would of course weigh importently in any decision as

- 14 -
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Class A War Criminal. &

I. The assertion that subject strongly advocated greater war-
fare in Greater East Asla is not supported by the facts
contained in the file, beyond repeated recitals to the fact
that such was the case. Here again, if it could be estab-
lished factually that subject had strongly advocated aggres-
sion in Greater East Asia, this consideration would certainly
be highly pertinent in ncdcwow»nn 8 predicate whiech would
support the proposed charge that the subject had conspired
in the preparation for aggressive warfare.

J. The fact that subjJect appeared as a principal speaker before
some 400 Japanese Nationals as late as October 1945 tends
strongly to support the contention that he '"was extremely
active behind the scenes" even after the cessation of hos-
tilities and the surrender of Japan. In fact, 1t is quite
apparent that he did not confine his activities to behind
the scenes operations, as is evinced by his appearance in
public, in October 1945,

K. During the course of his interrogation subject was inclined
to brag that he was a man of considerable means, and so, for
example, was not obliged to depend upon secret war funds to
finance his personal political campaigns nor the activities
of his political organ. He has been equally willing to ad-
mit the extensive use of his personal means for the dissemina-
tion of propaganda and the publication of the organs of his
political party. It is submitted, however, that these activ-
itles, per se, do not amount to conduct aWMQw wopld warrant
indictment as a Class A War Criminal. However,/1It could be
shown factually that the propaganda disseminated advocated
aggressive warfare, then, of course, such line of activity
would be highly umua»:asm to the inecident under consideration.,
The same should be said with respect to the publication of
the organs of his political party. While the file states
that both the propaganda and the publications strongly advo-
cated aggressive warfare, regrettably the file once again
i1s rather barren of concrete evidence on these points.

It 1s believed that two general observations should be made, in
concluding this discussion of the evidence, for the sake of
emphasis.

In the earlier portions of this dossier, considerable discussion
was devoted to the incident involving the alleged payment of a
substantial sum of secret war funds to this subject by the accused
SATO, when he was Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau, It will
be recalled that such payment was reported by General TANAKA
Ryukichl, who advised that he had had occasion to visit SATO!s

office on official business at a time when General TANAKA

- 15 -
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was Chief of the Military Service Section. Briefly TANAKA
claimed that he observed the accused BATO give the accused
subject a large bundle of yen. Subject vigorously denied
receipt of such funds on the occasion of his interrogation

on 10 April 1947, Thereafter on 6 May 1947 the subject was
confronted by General TANAKA, and he again emphatically denied
receiving any money from the accused SATO.

At the conclusion of the interrogation held on 6 May 1947

the subject handed Mr. Edwards of the IPS Legal Staff an
unfinished portion of a letter written in Japanese which he
had promised to complete and mail from Sugamo Prison. In this
letter, subject again protested that he had received no funds
from the accused SATO and charged General TANAKA with uttering
malicious untruths in this regard.

At a later date subject addressed another lengthy letter to
Mr., Edwards from Sugamo Prison in which, among other things,
he denied having received any funds of any description either
from the accused BATO or from the accused MUTO, both of whom

had served as Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau within the
War Minlistrye.

Some time after the second lengthy letter was received by

Mr. Edwards, General TANAKA adviged that he had been 1nformed

by a Japanese lawyer defending one of the accused in the major
war crimes trials currently being conducted, that subject had
admitted during the course of a conference held in Sugamo Prison
with the Japanese lawyer in question that he had received
100,000 yen from the accused SATO. General TANAKA expressed

the opinion that another inmate of Sugamo Prison known as G)
KODAMO, Yoshio, would corroborate the statement that SASAKAWA o
had in fact received 100,000 yen from the accused SATO. MWW%

KODAMO, Yoshio, was interrogated in the presence of General
TANAKA regarding this situation. KODAMO admitted that subject
had told him, in Sugamo Prison, that he had received 100,000

yen from the War Ministry. He did not, however mxvummmwﬁ say
that the money was received from the accuged m»&o but KODAMO

did state that in the normal course of affairs it would be highly
probable that such funds would have been obtained from the

Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau -- who, at the time in
question, was the accused SATO.

A1l of the foregoing take on importance by way of impeaching

the integrity of this subject. After repeated denials, and in
spite of being confronted by General TANAKA, it appears that
subject confided in his Japanese lawyer friend and admitted that
he had received 100,000 yen,

- 16 -



The second general observation pertains to an excerpt tal ¢
from the uncompleted portion of the first‘letter whichisubject
addressed to Mr, Bdwards of the IPS Legal Staffi “In’'that letter,
as stated in a previous section’of this dossier, subjJect related .
that his father counselled him, when the father was in’ nent

danger of death; to do whatever ‘he believed would be in the
best interests of mankind regardless of laws or regulations.
Based on his conduet in the past, subject’appears to have abided
by his father's advicej and it appears u"_.muuq. probable that he
would contimue to do so in the future., It is submitted that this
philosophy and attitude is quite repugnant to the oouoowﬁnaou.p
demoecracys and, therefore, it is suggested that this subject is.
a potential menace to the democratization of Japane \

G493 A0 y AT P
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Tad "A" — Copy of undated memorandum prepared by James J. Gaine, Jr., Captain,
Infantry, re contents of CIS files as of 4 December 1945,

Tab "B' L Copy of a report dated 10 January 1948, prepared by B. Bergreen,
/mﬁbhpwwxbmwﬁaqbnmm_¥oosﬂm»ppum information extracted from the
/4maﬁosa nm:noa- indicated.,
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Case

personnel indicated as Wer Oriminals and ordered apprehended 3 Deo
1945: _ 2 fh

A

# _185 R i BABAKAWA, BRyoiohi
BTATYS:  Pending

Memorandum for the Files!

a

On 4 Dec. 1945 OIS files reflect the uopnmrmmw information on

qonsappapdoopSowuo.ppouaomwowﬂ-ﬁpﬂ-uﬁmonmwéwoupwl
list Mass Party), a patriotic organization ponwowamp to aggres-

sion and the philosophy of Hakko Iohiu (Eight Uorners of the

World Under One Roof), which proposed Japanese domination of all
nations, 1931; fellow members of Kokusuil Talshu To were involved

in the May 15th assassinations, 1932; led the Kokueul Tsishu To

in great campaigns including the question of sugar tax evasion,
aboiltion of the Washington Agreement, opposition to anti-Japaniem
in Arigona, the movement againet anti-imperialisic factowp, aud
the anti-British movement; supervised the party's pepers, Kolkusui
Taishu (Fascist Masses) and Kokubo (national Defense); had deal-
ings with WANG Ohing-Wei, head of the Ohinese Puppet state, in
Fanking, 1939; vieited Germany and Italy by plane and ilhvestigated
Battleline Welfars, 1940; during 1941 he led the Kokusui Teishu

To in an "Advence to the South" movement, advocated a stronger
China poliecy, and sponsored anti-American and anti-British speeches
in September 1941; representative of Kokusul Domei (Nationel Hssence
Alliance), snother nationalistic patriotic orgenization, 1943;
principal speaker (and still president) at a meeting of Kokusui
Taishu To, attended by 400 Japanese, October 19457 . hv

-

One of the most active Fascist organizers prior to the war,
SASAKAYA has fostered the ultra-nationalistic Kokusul Taishu To
since ite inception in 1931. Itw membership has inocluded prominent
terrorists who were involved in assmssinations, Heo strongly advo-
cated GHA aggrossion anl sponsored anti-dmerican and anti-Britvish
stetements in the crucial moanths just prior to the war, His assooi-
ates haveheld membership in some of Japan'e most Fasclstic societies;
Shimpei Tai (God Sent Troops), Ketsumedian (Blook Brotherhtod) and
the Shizunjuku (Purple Mountain moowudwv. Currently he is extremely
cctive behind the scenes organizing extreme mationalistic organi~
zations, notably Zenkoku Kinro Taishuto. An extremely wealthy man,
he has accees to lerge funds which he has used lavishly for propa~
ganda end organizational purposes. &

COPIES:

3 File
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SASAKAWA, Ryoichi (cont)

BASAKAYA should be apprehended heemuse of his leadepship in
novements promoting aggression, nationalism, and hatred of the U, B,,
and becanse he is currently active in organizations likely to impede
democracy. 0 g

He qualified under Paragraph 7-a of Joint Ohiefs of Staff = Y
Basic Direetive for Post Surrender Military Government in Japan
Proper of 3 November 1945,

/8/ James J. Ggine Jr.
JAMES J. GAINE JR,

Oapt, Inf,

COPI1ES:
3 Mle
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iile No. 185 Report by: B. Bergreen
Spec—Agent; CIC
Re: Sasakawa, Ryoichi Status: QHMWMQHE\

10 Jsnuary 1946

mxtracted from CIS Files
Sources House of wmcuommsdmnp<mm p 1003

Political Affiliation: Elected 5th district, Osaka fu.
Imperial Rule >mm9m¢ssom vowud»omw4»mus

Date and Place of Birth: May 1899, Toyokawa mura, zwuwpah gun,
Osaka fu

: 1l., Organized the Nationalist Masses Party (Kokusui
Daishuto) and became ite president
2. Estab, the Natl Alr Vclunteer Corps (Hokusal QH%ﬁ
meOdeV and became its leader
3. Estab., an ailr fleld for natl defense and presented
thils to the Army (air field in Nakagawachi gun in
Osaka fu)
4, Made a flying tour to Germany and Italy to urge
the conclusion of the Axis Millitary Alllance
5. Commissioned to serve in the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.
crp: Blected once (21)

R e T R R I

Caree

Source: Radio message NR: KX 11367 to GHY, AFPAC, ADV, from
CG, 6th Army, dtd 1 Nov 45: | s 2]

A meeting of the Liokusul Dailshuto (Kokusui Daishuto (Koku
Sul Talshuto) was held at the Mino Primary School on 21 Ogct.
The meeting was attended by about 400 Japanese, The prineipal
speaker was Sasagawa who is president of the Party.

— e e e R e me e we e e e e e = .m..h_
Jource: 33rd CIC Det. APO 33, Weekly Rpt #55, 31 Oot 45, p 51 -

At Mlno, Osaka saeh@o_swo, 2l Oet pm. Instructed P»uﬁammum .\Mv
not to ohey mro prozent Jap no<;d. ——

Source: Kodama's Autobiogravhys

Yoshio Kodama, who is Sasagawa political associate, men=
tlons that the Hmdmma recommended him to meet Wang Ching-wel,
Chinese puppet pres. Sasagawa met Wang in March 1939,

- e W e wm W A = o em em o B

Source: Mr., Norman:
Supposedly has a source of income from an Osaka millfonaire
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Sacakawa was confined at
readily availlable sourec
checlied and file is con

Sugamo Prison 11 December 1945, -aA11
es of Information on subject have been
sldered administratively closed.

CLOSED.

Conies:
o File /185
1 F1le #250
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